27 August 1972

Dean WARRINGTON Family and Frlends,

My Last Leiten Zo vou, on 79. 1 fﬁ? was prefaced by not
kuowing the 4uture of WAERINGTON, e£l, at the present, my

knowledge of the ship’s é@fiw &1c95 cuﬂﬂ&aanabze centainiy,
but events hdUc vceuned since 1 Last takhed to you which
enable me fo say more about the fufure. 8o, as Ls my practice,
ginst things firnst! ‘

Cn Tue AdaJ, 22 hAugust, Rear Adminal John 328 EU'iELrV (known
to you naval histonians as "PT BOAT" BULKELEY {for his hernode
forpedo paz&oﬂ boat exploits in the Pan&ﬁ&c Theatenr during
Wonkd War 11 - he weans the nation's 1&@0 highest pensonal
awards fon valoa), &eé&aent 04 the Navy's Board of Inspection
and Survey, arnrived £o conduct a surve ey 04 WARRINGTON %o deten-

mine the fhiness of the ship fox furnthen active senvice., Adminal

BULKELEY, fogethern with the seveniteen mamoaﬁ of the Boarnd (who
arne all senion officens of the Line and who au@ the Navy's core
04 knowﬁadge about the material condition of Naval ships},
assisted by myseld, my EX xecutive uﬁéxp» and WARRINGTOM heads
of 4Lpa1£ﬁowf and thedlr hog assistants, conducted a detaited
inspection of the ship, Leaving und touched no astpeed of LA8 hull
and superstructure, as weld @8 alf machdmeny aiad C%&’Wmﬁ L
instobled Eherein., This-exhausting and exhaustive Linspection
fUmeu three deys . VIFually, om Frid tay, LS August, Admiral
RULKELEY assembled his Boand and conducted a a&&t&que o the
nesulisBag the AunUﬂy, before ‘me and my principal officen AsSALL~
tants. \HEs findings have Led Admiraf BULKELEY Lo necommend to
Zhe Navy's Chled of Naval Opbaaiions thet WARRINGTON be decomm-
issioned and staiken faom the nolls of M.S. Navy ships, and
that such action take place in hekr o%oazwf cocation in the
Philippines. Immediately following Adminral BULKELEY'S depomiune
1 assembled youn WARRINGTON men at the Noval Station Theaten and
descaibed fo them in detail the results of the survey. Begond
that, 1 atso discussed with them the near fulure and what oun
&anuﬂé&olm&Ateﬁ are, togethen with what ane the possibilfifics
o4 the mone distant future.

Befone you receive this Lettern, 1 expect Lo Learn of the
action which the Chicf of Naval Operations will fake Lin response
to Adminal BULKELEY's rnecommendations. Without my becoming
invelved %Lwh Qaﬂg nous speculations in the absence cf all the

facts which nmust be considened, 1 can discuss with you the alter-
native LOmKém& Ch :ct&cn and &WL,& me afon‘younimens FAASL,

L4 the ship 48 %o be decommissioned, approximately Lhinty-£o-
sdxty days Og wonk hemain for ws  at Zhe sdle of decommissiondng
hene in Subic on clsewhen @ - closing various accounts and reconds,
bringing vuéwa,ﬁeL eiuiﬂidiié up to peak COfuLm&O% for Ltransger

Lo o pook on Lo OTwcn ships, l‘nﬁébwvxﬁg 54 tones, returning
publications, andd arncngding dor the tronsfe. and Abpa&uiéon on

reassLgn mbni of ”uuﬂ men., Upon ueﬂomnéséérwanq 1 have requested

(and such request has neeeived the solid support o& oun FlLotilla

J

Commanden and Force Commander in Newponi) that the WARRINGTON
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In closing, patience Ls the by worndl T idon't know how youts
Ls doing, but my nut/ﬂacv Ly weandng Lhdin, Nevertheless, your

sthengin and §a¢th i zan the nqs {4ve weelks has been heant-
warming, and I must uy on such owvaingahJ quatities Ln you

a Little while Longer. Keep the Letftens coming and as new Ainfon-
mation is neleased Zo me 1 will keep you advised. In daepeéif
appreclation for your Loyalty and patience, I hemadin,

Vouns A4in f4kj9
Al O

Noek H. PETRLL, Ik,
Commander, U.S. Navy
Comnand&nb Officen

Uss WAR RINGTON (DD-843)

.S. Fon those af you who are new to WARRINGTON, pfiase feeck
free to call cn my w&éa [401-846-0706), Mas McKELVtV (401-847-0764]
4 RUTLEDGE [401-849-2567) §on curnent infonmation on assistance.
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